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Connections is a semi-annual publication of MEI. 
It seeks to keep the MEI family informed of the 
ongoing events in the life of its students, faculty, 
and alumni. To achieve this purpose Connections 
would like to hear from you! Tell your friends, 
former classmates, teachers, and the rest of the MEI 
community where you are and what you are doing.
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MEI Gr. 13 Class of 1960 at 55 Year Reunion in 2015

MEI Gr. 12 Class of 1980

REUNIONS
Rescheduled to Friday June 4, – Saturday June 6, 2021

We hope this note finds you safe and healthy at 
home. With sad hearts, we decided that it’s time 
to make the call on postponing the reunion. We 
probably all knew it was coming, but it’s still such 
a disappointment as we were all so excited to 
gather. Like the Olympics, we are postponing this 
for a whole year, and so you can already pencil in 
the weekend of June 4-6, 2021, for the 40th reunion 
in our 41st year! With so many unknowns for the 
coming months, we felt it best to put it off for a year 
rather than reschedule for fall.

Contact reunion organizers by email: 
meigrad80@gmail.com

New date to be determined 

Once the Covid- 19 pandemic is behind us and it is 
possible to have a reunion, the committee will seek 
to plan another event. 

Contact Herman Driediger (P: 604-
854-9166 E: hermand@shaw.ca)

Contact reunion organizers by email: 
meigrad80@gmail.com

[POSTPONED] CLASS OF 1980 40 YEAR REUNION 

[POSTPONED] GRADE 13 CLASS OF 1960 60-YEAR REUNION
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MEI Gr. 12 Class of 1960 at 55 Year Reunion in 2015

MEI Gr. 12 Class of 2010 at Graduation

Tentatively Rescheduled for Fall 2020

We hope this note finds you safe and healthy at 
home. With sad This reunion has been postponed 
until Fall 2020 (likely Thanksgiving weekend), due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Please connect with 
reunion organizers to keep updated.

Contact JoAnne Janzen (P: 604-209-0997 E: j1janzen@
shaw.ca) 
or Linda Friesen (Ph: 604-793-6387 E: 

Plans for an August reunion are on hold. 
Please connect with your Facebook 
group “MEI Grad 2010 Reunion”. 

Contact Olivia Patillo (E: oliviapatillo@gmail.com)

[POSTPONED] CLASS OF 1960 60 YEAR REUNION

[POSTPONED] CLASS OF 2010 10 YEAR REUNION
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 ENGAGEMENTS

    Amy McConnell and Benjamin Ens (2017) are planning on flying  
from New Zealand where they are missionaries, for an intimate 
wedding in Oregon (where Amy is from) in July 2020!  

“The challenges for us have been planning everything overseas and being from 
different countries. It is up in the air if I can even make it to America for my own 
wedding. It is difficult that because of group restrictions, we can’t have everyone 
we want to be there. We have seen God’s faithfulness to us through awesome 
friends and family. People who have been caring for us and keeping up research 
and supporting us in this time. And just by God being so intentional in speaking to 
us and reassuring us that everything is going to be okay and he is in control.”

Kaitlin Wiens (2015) and Nathan Hildebrandt (2015) are planning 
on having a backyard wedding on July 25, 2020.  

“We have gone back and forth on what to do regarding our wedding during this time. 
We have recently decided to still go ahead and get legally married on our planned 
wedding date July 25/2020. We don’t know what that will look like, but at this point 
we just have to take it day by day. If it has to be only family, then that is what we 
will do! Unknowns are hard; your wedding is something you look forward to your 
whole life and to have it up in the air is not easy. It gives us peace knowing that God’s 
plan is always the best plan and His timing is perfect! Through this He has taught 
us to look to him and not worldly things. This has also helped us focus more on our 
marriage and the commitment that it is rather than just our wedding day.  With that 
being said, we cannot wait to be married and see what God has in store for us.”

Cherokee Joiner (2016) and Jonny Ens are making 
their wedding plans for August 8, 2020.  

“At this point we still don’t know exactly how our day will look, be we are 
choosing to be positive and to ultimately trust in the Lord. He knows the plans 
that we may have, but ultimately how the day looks is up to Him and we fully 
trust what He has in store for us. We are hoping to have a ceremony and 
reception of 100 people, but if that is not possible, we will be having a small 
intimate ceremony with family and a reception to follow at a later date.”

Sandra Eilers (2004) and Jordan Kantola are making arrangements 
for an intimate elopement ceremony on August 16, 2020. 

“Plans changed quickly once we realized we could not have the wedding we both 
dreamed of as a result of the pandemic. We look forward to celebrating with family 
and friends at a later date. God has given us both peace through the uncertainties 
and even though our wedding will look different God is faithful through it all.”



WEDDINGS

Jenn (Doerksen, 2013) and Karsten Vegsund; March 14, 2020  

“It was definitely a little chaotic leading up to the wedding, 
but we managed to have the wedding two days before the 
cutoff of large gatherings. Unfortunately, our honeymoon 
was postponed until next year, but we’re thankful our 
wedding was able to take place according to plan.”

Catherine Taekema and Mitchell Janzen (2016); May 1, 2020  

“We got engaged on June 13th, 2019 and set a wedding date 
for May 16, 2020.  After carefully planning our special day, 
little did we know that end of March and onwards everything 
was about to change.  April was super busy for both of 
us with the end of the university year and my graduation 
from TWU. It was during this time that the challenges of 
making this wedding happen really started to sink in. We 
definitely experienced the verse from Proverbs 19:21 “You 
can make many plans, but the Lord’s purpose will prevail”.  

Experiencing a time of sadness that we would not be able to 
celebrate with our cherished community of friends and family, we 
embraced plan B (God’s plan A).  As the day unfolded, it became 
more and more evident of God’s hand in our plans from the 
perfect weather, to the amazing property of family friends’, then 
a surprise drive by arranged by our sisters of about 60-70 cars 
then ending the day with an intimate family dinner. Our hope is to 
celebrate with our larger community at a future date, God willing.”

Candice (Vuong) and Daniel Siemens (2016); May 16, 2020 

“Candice and I got engaged in August 2019 and planned a wedding 
for June 2020, but COVID-19 is the perfect example of how 
God can take our plans that seem so certain to us and change 
them for his glory. We felt overwhelmed and stressed in the 
uncertainty, as we were also both completing our final semesters 
and preparing for exams. As a couple, we have had to make and 
re-make difficult decisions as the restrictions continued to shift. 
We approached these decisions and processed our feelings 
with prayer. With the Lord’s leading, we eventually decided to 
stick with a small ceremony with immediate family and wedding 
parties only, and to move our wedding date up to mid-May.  

We have continued to see God’s providence and 
provision in our lives and in this situation. God has 
continued to be faithful even in the tough circumstances 
and we will continue to put our trust in him.”



BIRTHS
To Melanie (Klassen) and 
Richard Bandsmer (1990)  

A son, Isaac Daniel Bandsmer born 
October 9, 2019 . Welcomed by 
older sister Bethany (2.5 yrs)

To Rhianon (Dunfield) and 
Don Petkau (1992) 

A son, Pierce Norman Thomas 
Petkau, born October 10, 2019  
Welcomed by brothers Henry 
(4  yrs) and Holden (2 yrs) 

To Natsuki (Kudoh) and 
Peter Martens (1995) 

Twin daughters; Hikari Zoe (5 lbs 
5 oz) and Emi Beatrix (4 lbs 13 
oz), born on January 27, 2020

To Carmen (Fast, 2001) 
and Rodney Hollett 

A daughter, Annie Grace Hollett (7 
lbs 11 oz), born January 27, 2020 
Welcomed by older brothers Jack (7 yrs) 
and Samuel (5 yrs), and sister Lucy (3 yrs) 

To Jaydene (Erickson, 2002) 
and Dustin Freund (1998) 
A son, Leif Allan Freund, 
born January 15, 2020
Welcomed by older brother 
Huxley (8 yrs), and sisters Poppy 
(6 yrs) and Marigold (3 yrs) 

To Katya (Anikeyeva, 2002) 
and Randy Berger 

A son, Xarr Henry Berger (5 lbs 
9 oz), born January 29, 2020
Welcomed by older brother Xander 
(7 yrs) and sister Xoey (5 yrs)

To Rebecca (Schulz, 2003) 
and Jon Holmes 

A daughter, Violet Bonnie Holmes 
(8 lbs), born November 27, 2019
Welcomed by older sister Hazel (3 yrs)

To April (Ellerman, 2003) 
and Kevin Gerbrandt 

A son, Matix George Earle Gerbrandt 
(8 lbs), born November 17, 2019
Welcomed by older brother Atticus (3.5 yrs) 

To Michelle (Croft) and 
Chris Gaudet (2004) 

A daughter, Rosie Grace Gaudet (7 lbs 
7 oz), born January 10, 2020. Welcomed 
by older brother Hampton (5 yrs)

To Alyssa (Meggait, 2004) and Derek Blok 

A daughter, Lillian Virginia Blok (7 
lbs 13 oz), born December 4, 2019
Welcomed by older brothers 
Noah (5 yrs) and Gavin (3 yrs)

To Bethany (Willms, 2005) 
and Tim Erickson (2006)

Twins; son Bowen James Erickson (6 lbs 
6 oz), and daughter Indianna Elizabeth 
Erickson (5 lbs 13 oz), born April 13, 2020

To Kendra (Peters, 2006) 
and David Gubbins 

A daughter, Daphne Lynn Gubbins 
(7 lbs 5 oz), born March 4, 2020
Welcomed by older sisters Claire 
(4 yrs) and Everly (2 yrs)

To Chelsey (Leighton) and 
Jarrod Reimer (2007) 

A son, Brody Daniel Reimer (7 
lbs 14 oz), born June 4, 2019

To Amber (Thiessen) and Steven 
Willems (2007) 

A daughter, Maisie Grace Willems, 
born December 5, 2019
Welcomed by older brother Daxton 
(4 yrs) and sister Makena (2 yrs)
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To Melanie (Stewart, 2007) Alyn Beerda 

A son, Arlo Darcy Beerda (8 lbs 
6 oz), born May 4, 2020
Welcomed by older sister 
Mackenzie (2 yrs)  

To Kaitlyn (Block, 2008) and Ryan Tucker 

A son, Oliver Everett Tucker (8 lbs 
9 oz), born December 5, 2019 
Welcomed by older brother 
Judah (2.5 yrs)

To Debbie (Bosma, 2008) 
and Spencer Beerling 

A daughter, Ayla Taylor Beerling (7 
lbs 6 oz), born December 10, 2019 
Welcomed by older brother Coen (2 yrs)

To Chelsea (Reimer, 2008) 
and Nathaniel Muth 

A son, Gavin Godric Muth (8 lbs 12 oz), 
born November 9, 2019 Welcomed 
by older sister Nora (2 yrs)

To Alyssa (Koop, 2008) and 
Marcus Krahn (2009) 

A son, Marshall Wesley Krahn (8 
lbs 4 oz), born April 25, 2020 
“We are so grateful to the Lord 
for our precious son!”

To Jennifer (Harder, 2009) 
and Simon Jenkins 

A daughter, Sienna Wren Jenkins 
(7 lbs 11 oz), born February 3, 2020

To Hailey (Wall, 2009) and Cody Neufeld 

A son, Mars Alexander Neufeld (8 
lbs 6 oz), born January 10, 2020

To Megan (Patterson, 2010) 
and Brad Crawford 

A son, Charles Alexander Crawford (7 
lbs 5 oz), born February 20, 2020
Welcomed by older brother Noah (2.5 yrs)

To Jule (Masurek) and Tyler 
Koslowsky (2011) 

A daughter, Lilly Christin Koslowsky 
(7 lbs 5 oz), born February 16, 2020

To Emily (Baerg, 2011) and Nathan Unger 

A son, Ivan Jesse Unger (7 lb 12 
oz), born August 12, 2019

To Victoria (Wiens, 2011) and 
Joshua (Robbie) Friesen (2013)  

A son, Callahan Everett (8 lbs 6 
oz), born February 1, 2020

To Liza (Schmidt, 2010) and Zach 
Funk (2012) 

A son, Bennett John Funk (7 lbs 
9 oz), born March 15, 2020
Welcomed by older brother Theo (1 yr)

To Sammie (Loewen, 2012) 
and Dan Cummings 

A son, Kayden Dallas Cummings 
(7 lbs 7 oz), born November 9, 2019

To Emily (Friesen, 2015) and 
William van Arkel 

A daughter, Isla Mildred van Arkel (7 
lbs 3 oz), born January 20, 2020
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ENGAGEMENTS
Taylor Falk (2013) and Dane 
Chapman are planning for 
a spring wedding in 2021.

Megan Penner (2015) and 
Chance Foster are planning for 
an autumn wedding. Further 
details are yet to be decided.

WEDDINGS
Abigail (Toftager) and Brandon 
Schellenberg (2014); July 27, 2019

Stephanie (Weiss, 2014) 
and Scott Currie (2012); 
October 5, 2019

Victoria (Hiebert, 2014) and Mark 
Stephens; October 19, 2019

Chelsea (Neudorf, 2014) and 
Brandon Wehr; January 4, 2020

Malia (Scholz) and 
Jordan Koslowsky (2015); 
December 21, 2019
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IN LOVING MEMORY...
Niels Theodore de Boer 

September 11, 1999 - April 28, 2020

It is with great sadness and broken hearts that 
we announce the sudden and unexpected 
passing of our most beloved Niels.

Niels was born in Langley, BC on September 11, 
1999 as the fourth child of Dutch immigrants 
Marga and Fred de Boer, being the little 
brother to Tom, Laura and Ingrid. Growing 
up in the Langley area Niels made friends 
wherever he would go. He attended MEI 
schools in Abbotsford, followed by KSS 
in Qualicum Beach. His smile was ever contagious, and his friendly 
demeanor would win over hearts wherever he set foot. His passion 
was to travel all over the world, and he did so without a worry or fear. At 
the age of 18 he already embarked on a journey all over the European 
continent, to satisfy his craving to engage in different cultures and 
languages (and to make new friends of course). Upon return to BC Niels 
focused on his future by attending the University of the Fraser Valley, 
while working at the family business. Niels’ study was later continued 
at Vancouver Island University, where he reunited with old friends from 
the area.

Nelis, as he was called from time to time, was an intelligent young 
man; always enriching his knowledge on abroad spectrum of topics. 
Not necessarily in the classroom however, but more so independently. 
As soon as the next edition of the Economist magazine would be out, 
or if there was a book to be read (written in a foreign language or not), 
he would be all over it. 

Niels leaves behind his parents Fred de Boer and Marga Wilson (Andy), his 
big brother Tom (Allie), and his sisters Laura and Ingrid (Sander). 

Also left to mourn are his grandparents de Boer and Ruijgrok, all the aunts 
and uncles, cousins, Cora, friends and relatives in Canada, the US and all over 
Europe.

Funeral services will be held in private in Parksville on May 9, 2020 
with a celebration of life to be held later.

The exact location and date to be announced, please register via 
the email below.

We ask for condolences and contact information to be sent to 
rememberingniels@gmail.com

FAMILY UPDATES
Matt Born (Class of 1984) is an avid fan of Eagles’ basketball, keeping 
connected with the school and tracking how the teams are doing. At 
the recent Alumni Night basketball event in late January, Matt was there 
with his father, Jake, along with some of his children and grandchildren. 
Four generations of the Born family were present that evening. Matt will 
have to wait a few more years to watch his grandson, Erik, play for MEI.  

Caran Jantzen (Peters, Class of 1996), her husband Nathan (Class of 1993) 
and their four children (current MEI students) have spent the past five 
years working towards greater food independence on their blossoming 
homestead on the outskirts of Abbotsford, BC. 

Throughout the challenging and sometimes humorous homesteading 
process, they have learned to value the land and animals God created 
in a more meaningful way, as they work the soil and tend to the animals 
which will nourish their family and community. Caran has recently 
finished writing a memoir about her family’s homesteading journey, 
titled “Grow. Cook. Eat. Share”.

Class of 2017 (attended 
in Middle School)

SHARE YOUR NEWS  

Engagements, weddings, births, memorials, and other family / vocational milestones can be 
included in the next issue of Connections by emailing the details to alumni@meischools.com.  

Please model your information after these current listings and include name 
(both married and maiden names as applicable), and graduation year.
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Steve Thiele (2000) is a 
Cardiovascular Perfusionist at VGH

Nathan Bahnman (2015) is on call 
at Cultus Lake Fire Department

Becky (Rees) Wiebe (1992) is 
serving as a swab nurse at the 

Mission Covid testing site

Samantha Schroeder (2015) is a nurse 
at St Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver

Jesse Dawes (2002) and Nathan 
Etsell (2003) work full time 
for the City of Abbotsford

Sushil Dosanjh (2012) is currently 
a nursing student at UFV but 
working with Fraser Health as 
a Covid-19 Active Screener at 

Long Term Care homes

Gabi Kroeker (2013) is a 
Maternity Unit Clerk ARHCC

Leanne (Jones) Kroeker (1982) 
RN Maternity ARHCC

Marcy (Froese) Neudorf (1988) 
is a NICU RN at ARHCC

Doreen (Wiens) Wall (1979) is 
an HCA at Menno Home. 

Julie (Neumann) Wiebe (1991) 
RN Maternity ARHCC

... AND SO MANY MORE!

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU TO ALL FRONT-LINE WORKERS!

“So far we are COVID-19 free!”
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